BACK    TO     NATURE

dilation of numbers they were, and some hung down
from the dome, and others retired so far into the depths
of space that no eye could follow them into their secret
homes. And sometimes a thin moon vanished into
the sunset, but night by night she grew larger till she
was round as the diamond on the King's sceptre.
Then she waned smaller and smaller again, till she
hung above the sunrise thin as a bow but reversed,
and then she vanished again.

And, beholding the ways of the sun and the moon
and the stars, and how alternate darkness and light
moved across the face of the earth below him, and
upon   the   mountains   where   he   made   his   lair,
Nebuchadnezzar stretched out his hands to the sky
and cried aloud:   " Lo ! I am he that did build
Babylon, that great city, the habitation of the gods,
the marvel of mankind.   By my own might and for
my own majesty did I build it that my glory should
fill the world for ever.   Likewise I subdued the king-
doms of the earth up to the confines of ocean, and
brought multitudes of the heathen into captivity to be
my slaves.   But this mountain is more lofty than the
temple of Bel, and that plain is wider than the com-
pass of my city's walls, and those stars are more
numerous than the hosts with which I subdued the
world, or than the slaves that I led into captivity.
The sun is brighter than the gold of my golden image,
and the moon brighter than the silver of the high
priest's throne, nor can rubies and diamonds surpass
the stars that turn with the dome of heaven or wander
here and there at will.

" What glory, therefore, has the King of Kings ?
What is the subjugation of the world that it should be
accounted of? Or what the pleasure of riches that
we should seek after it with such solicitude? The
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